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We will Remember Them… 
Remember in November— Harrow School are already com-

memorating an important event-100 years ago Harrow School laid 

the foundation stone on the War Memorial Building to honour the 

hundreds of Harrovians who lost their lives in service.  The founda-

tion stone was laid by the Archbishop of Canterbury, a former Har-

rovian, on 6 October 1921.  

    This October, a special Service of Rededication was led by 

the Assistant Chaplain General, Father James and the Harrow Rifle 

Corps to mark this important event. The names of the 642 Old Har-

rovians who lost their lives in the First World War are recorded on 

the walls of the Crypt in the Harrow School Chapel and those who 

died in the World Wars and in subsequent military action are also 

commemorated in the War Memorial Building. More recently, a 

plaque has been added to commemorate those who fought in the 

Battle of Britain. 
For this Remembrance Day we have created a special cut out and 

keep diagram and listing of the war heroes in St Mary’s Churchyard. 

Creation Group Gear Up for COP26 

• Creation Group are to acknowledge the Saturday 6 November COP 26 day of action with plac-

ards and a banner in the churchyard 

• Father James has moved the “normal” Wednesday lunchtime service on Nov 3rd to Friday Nov 

5th 12 noon followed by an hour of prayer for COP26. 

• We are drafting a letter to local schools and colleges and local figures in authority to invite them 

to meet with us to discuss what we can do as a community and encourage climate action to be a pri-

ority for them. 

• We are working on displays on the boards in the church room on nature in the churchyard 

• We are continuing the Traidcraft stalls after Sunday 10.30 am services. 

War Heroes Walk and Talk— 

We will be running a special Walk 

and Talk based around St Mary’s 

churchyard on Sunday afternoon, 

14th November at 2.30pm-meet at 

the Lych Gate—and church and tea-

rooms open that afternoon. Come 

and learn more about your local he-

roes!  

And work for a better world… 



Father James’ Letter for November 

Dear Friends, 

All Saints & Remembrance                                                                                                       

November opens with the great feast of All Saints; as the nights draw in and the year heads towards its end our 

thoughts, our hearts and our prayers are lifted to contemplate the eternal nature of the community to which we 

belong, the Church. Whenever and wherever we worship we are joined with the Church in glory, the Church  

triumphant. Death is real and painful but it delivers us into the fully revealed eternal reality of God; it is into this 

reality we commend our loved ones when they die. In worship we are, in a real and profound way, joined with 

them in the Communion of Saints. The Commemoration of All Souls on 2 November and the period of           

Remembrancetide including Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day remind us of our mortality, the folly of    

human nature and the ultimate price many have been prepared to pay for the defence of our highest ideals. These 

are poignant and important days. On Remembrance Sunday we will celebrate two Requiem Eucharists, one at 8.00 

a.m. (BCP) and one at 10.30 a.m. when we may be joined by a number of local uniformed young people’s          

organisations. 

 

COP26 & Climate Justice 

November this year sees the opening of the COP26 Climate Change Conference meeting in Glasgow. We have 

been developing our response to issues of climate justice over this past year at St Mary’s under the guidance of the 

Creation Group. It is important to keep this crucial conference in our prayers praying most especially that it is not 

merely an expensive and “carbon profligate” occasion but a real springboard for change. You will find other       

material in this edition making reference to this important event. I am working on an occasion for shared prayer at 

some point during the conference. 

Mansion House & Haberdashers’ Hall 

November marks the end of the tenure of the current Lord Mayor of the City of London to whom I have been 

Chaplain these past two years. Normally a Lord Mayor serves for a year but the pandemic led to the City       

Corporation inviting him to serve a further year. The whole of his time has been significantly affected but he has 

been particularly vocal and energetic in advancing the green agenda in finance and technology. I shall be making 

reference to this when I preach at St Stephen Walbrook in a service of thanksgiving for his time at Mansion 

House, which is next door to the church.   

As I lay down that responsibility so I take up another as I become Master of the Haberdashers Company, one of 

the ancient Livery Companies of the City of London. Livery Companies in medieval times acted as regulatory 

bodies for trade in the city; they also created fraternities – trade associations - for those engaged in particular 

trades. Haberdashery was concerned with the accessories of the cloth and fashion industries – buttons, bows, 

pins and fasteners. The modern company no longer has any real connection with 

such things although it is developing an innovative and exciting educational      

programme with the London College of Fashion. The Haberdashers Company 

today is known for its interests in education being a sponsor for 21 schools 

across the country – including independent and maintained schools, boarding 

(both independent and state) and day schools, secondary school and primary 

schools. As Master I will be visiting all those schools and observing on their 

boards of  governors. The Company also has historic charitable money which it 

administers and from which it makes grants mainly in the area of poverty relief 

and education with a smaller amount available for the eight Church of England 

parishes to which it serves as patron. I am hoping that there will be an            

opportunity for a number of visits to Haberdashers’ Hall for the parish over my 

year as Master. 

   2 



November letter continued 
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Dave Walker Cartoons  COP26 

Sundays of the Kingdom 

November is the month in which we keep the Sundays 

of the Kingdom in preparation for the Feast of Christ 

the King, marking the final Sunday of the current   

Christian year. The motto of the Haberdashers’    

Company is Serve and Obey. During this month as we 

reflect upon the servant kingship of Christ, we are  

reminded that the ethics of the Kingdom turn the ethics 

of the world on their head. The Love of God is most 

fully expressed from the throne of the cross on which  

 

the outstretched arms of our saviour embrace and  

welcome us all. Our loving obedience to him and to 

each other is about putting others before ourselves as 

we serve the higher purposes (than our own) of the 

kingdom of God. Paradoxically and miraculously, in that 

is found the way to life, real life, life in all abundance. As 

the days shorten and the clocks go back, in that is to be 

found our hope. 

With every blessing 

Fr James 

This month’s offerings from Dave Walker are both relevant and as always challenging! Dave draws cartoons for 

the Church Times which as with any newspaper are designed to offer a slightly “sideways” commentary on     

current concerns but his are also stimuli for reflection and prayer. As we approach COP26, the major Climate 

Change Summit in Glasgow, his reminder about how we may all be particulary adept at “kidding ourselves” is 

both amusing and discomforting! 

A prayer for COP 26  

"Creator God, giver of life, You sustain the earth and direct the nations. In this time of climate crisis grant us 

clarity to hear the groaning of creation and the cries of the poor; challenge us to change our lifestyles; guide our 

leaders to take courageous action; enable your church to be a beacon of hope; and foster within us a renewed 

vision of your purposes for your world; Through Jesus Christ our Lord, by and for whom all things were made. 

Amen." 



Dave Walker Cartoons Continued 

 

There has been much written recently about the Save the Parish Campaign in the face of rumours 

about cutting clergy numbers and uniting benefices into larger “ministry areas” which is already 

happening in the Church in Wales. The Diocese of London has made it clear that for the time   

being it is committed to one parish priest with one church per parish. In this respect, we are both 

fortunate and privileged but as I have frequently pointed out we are currently only able to afford a 

vicar with a reduced stipend and no designated clergy house thereby significantly reducing our  

contribution to the Common Fund – in our case, the future is entirely “in our hands”. The      

challenges of the pandemic have resulted in a worryingly large drop in income to the extent that 

we will almost certainly finish the year with a deficit of approaching £20,000. There is only one    

realistic way to address this – deeply prayerful consideration of our level of giving leading to a   

sacrificial response. In the meantime, here is an insight into the challenges of a multi-church      

benefice courtesy of Dave Walker. 
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Inside Story Headline 

 

 

Save the Parish Campaign 



 “We are looking forward to Covid aware Mince Pies!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November’s Spirewatch Quiz 

Night 

Returning by popular request - the 

Spirewatch Quiz Night! 

Led by our ever-popular quizmaster, 

James Hall, this is the perfect evening 

to shrug off the darkening of the year. 

So sharpen your wits for an evening 

of brain-teasing fun..!  

Christmassy November Mini-Fairs and Advent Saturday Coffee Morning. 

Christmas 'Mini Fairs' will take place after the 10.30am Sunday Service during November and 
again during an Advent Coffee Morning from 10am to 12 noon on Saturday, 4th December. 

 

There will be one 'sales' table with Christmas Cards, Advent Calendars, “925” items and mince 

pies for sale. There will be a price list, a cash float and the card reader will be available. 

 

For those of you who have kindly offered to bake mince pies or cakes we need to be 'Covid 

aware'! For mince pies to sell on the stall they will be sold in packs of six on a plate inside a pa-

per bag with a 'see through' front. The cakes and mince pies for the Advent Coffee Morning 

should, ideally, be in individual portions pre-wrapped in clingfilm so that the risk of passing on 

infection is minimised. 

 

We are also running a Christmas Raffle with tickets on sale at the 'Mini Fairs' and at the Coffee 

Morning on 4th December. The Raffle will be drawn at the end of the Coffee Morning. One of 

the prizes will be a hamper of 'Cotswold Goodies' kindly donated by Nicky and Tim Yudin. 
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“And in other News”—
November Round Up 



 “Jubal was the father of all who play stringed instruments and pipes.” 

To mark St Cecilia’s Day on 22 November and to    

celebrate the return of live concerts bringing untold joy 

to performers and audiences alike it seems appropriate 

to consider the range of instruments which feature in 

the Old Testament, for music was an was an integral 

part of life, worship and celebration in those times. 

There is a list of the descendants of Cain in Genesis 

chapter 4.  Jubal, the first musician and instrument  

maker, a son of Lamech, is named in verse 21. The  

Hebrew words for the instruments mentioned there 

have always proved difficult to translate satisfactorily and have given rise to certain misconceptions. 

The King James Version states that ‘Jubal was the father of all such as handle the harp and organ.’       

However, this is not the portable organ associated with the patron saint of music nor the majestic one 

gracing churches and auditoria, but the humble pipe (A) such as a shepherd would have played by 

blowing through its hole or holes, the Latin organum. The Lewis and Short Dictionary cites ‘Vulg. Gen. 4, 

21’ as an example of this specific usage of the word which also means ‘implement, engine, water-

organ’. La Sainte Bible de Jerusalem concurs, the verse reading ‘Yubal fût l’ancêtre de tous ceux qui jouent 

de la lyre et du chalumeau’’, the latter being a rustic pipe, a flûte champêtre, which can be as simple as a 

stalk pierced with holes. Other versions render the instruments as a combination of harp or lyre with 

flute or pipe. The New International Version cleverly covers all possibilities by employing omniembracing 

plurals: 

 

All the stringed instruments, plucked with fingers or plectrum, were small enough to be held in the hand 

and played from a seated or upright position. Harps with strings of varying length and number came in 

several shapes and sizes. Some translations refer to a trigon (B), a triangular one. Sometimes the        

instrument is not named but referred to by its main characteristic. This happens in Psalm 33:2: ‘Praise the 

Lord with harp: sing praises unto him with the lute and instrument of ten strings.’ Perhaps this was a shallow 

and trapezoidal psaltery. Its name suggest it was an essential accompaniment to the singing of psalms. It 

seems that ‘lute’ has sometimes been used for ‘lyre’, as if there were no distinction between them or 

from confusion. The lute had a long neck extending from a square or pear-shaped body with possibly as 

few as three or four full-length strings. The lyre (C ) was more or less rectangular, simpler in            

construction, its strings running from the crossbar over the hollow section to the bottom of the body,  

as evidenced by an ancient Egyptian painting of such an Hebrew instrument illustrated in the Oxford   

Companion to Music (10th edition). Such was Jubal’s lyre. It was its Greek relative which had a separate 

soundbox made from animal hide and the shell of the extra large native tortoise, testudo marginata. It  

was this lyre (D) which has fired the poetic imagination to link Jubal with the ‘chorded shell’. 
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When Jubal Struck the Chorded Shell +      
 Marian Small 



There was lively activity in the realm of percussion.  

In addition to the shepherd’s flute there were double pipes with reeds. A dulcimer did not then 

have strings but was probably a form of pipe or bagpipes. The trumpet (E ) with its long tapering 

tube was most important and highly valued. God instructed Moses to ‘make thee two trumpets of 

silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make them: that thou mayest use them for the calling of the assembly, 

and for the journeying of the camps’ (Numbers 10:2).  The Arch of Titus in Rome which              

commemorates the Emperor’s victory in the Middle East in AD 70 depicts treasures taken from 

the Temple and includes the two trumpets. The horns of rams were flattened by heat and turned 

up at the end to form trumpets for priests.  

The tambourine /drum-like tabor, tabret, timbrel and timbal were variously tapped, beaten 

or struck, often by females, as instanced in Psalm 68:25: ‘The singers go before, the minstrels 

follow after: in the midst are the damsels playing with the timbrels.’ Castanets, rather peg-like in 

appearance, held between thumb and middle finger, reinforced the rhythm of the dance. 

Prominent among this group was the cymbal. Have you ever wondered about the translation 

of 1 Corinthians 13:1 in the King James Version where Paul writes ‘I am become as sounding 

brass, or a tinkling cymbal’? Surely cymbals crash, clash, clang, resound, making their presence 

felt forte or fortissimo, rather than emitting jingly bell-like noises? It is suggested that the old 

cymbal had a smaller diameter and was thicker than its modern counterpart and would 

therefore have sounded like a small bell. The Vulgate supports this view- ‘factus sum velut aes 

sonans, aut cymbalum tinniens’ - for ‘tinniens’ means ‘clinking, jingling, tinkling’. Does this    

contradict verse 5 of Psalm 150, ‘Praise him in the loud cymbals’? Were some more forceful 

and more penetrating? Some interpretations ignore the decibel count and proclaim their use 

on festive occasions. The Latin exhorts us, ‘laudate eum in cymbalis jubilationis’ and the French 

urges us in splendid terms, ‘Louez-le par les cymbales triomphantes!’. 

A cymbal ( a gentle one!) and other biblical instruments appear in the refrain of the carol 

King Jesus hath a Garden where together with the song of the Paradise bird they enhance the 

home of five symbolic flowers, adding sweet harmony and encouraging the growth of the Lily 

of Chastity, Violet of Humility, Damask Rose of Patience, Marygold of Obedience and Crown 

Imperial of Charity. Jesus is represented by the Star of Bethlehem. 

 

King Jesus hath a garden full of divers flow’rs  

Where I go culling posies gay, all times and hours. 

There naught is heard but Paradise bird, Harp dulcimer, lute 

With cymbal, Trump and tymbal, And the tender soothing flute. 
 

Ah! Jesu Lord, my heal and weal, my bliss complete, 

Make thou my heart thy garden plot, fair, trim and neat, 

That I may hear this musick clear: Harp dulcimer, lute 

With cymbal, Trump and tymbal, And the tender soothing flute. * 
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+ Dryden: Ode for St. Cecilia’s Day of 1687: Taken from sleeve notes of  

CKD578. (Handel’s setting).  

* Verses 1 and 6 of Number 39 in the Novello Book of Carols. 

Illustrations by M. P. S. based on works consulted. 
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St Mary’s Churchyard War Memorials-A Diagrammatic Guide 

PATHWAY 



MI. –The Commonwealth War Grave- Richard Haynes Nelson Mintorn was born on the 29th Septem-

ber 1864 in Harrow, the second son and youngest of four children. His father John was an artist and director 

of a family business dealing in wax modeling and art supplies from premises in Soho Square and New Bond 

Street. His mother Elizabeth was a schoolmistress. Richard was baptized on 21st February 1869 at St John’s, 

Pinner. In 1869 the family was living at Woodridings in Pinner. The 1881 Census records the family in Green-

hill, near The Marquis of Granby so presumably close to the current sites of Debenhams and Yates. Richard 

was a Home Boarder at Harrow School from 1877 to 1882. The Harrow Memorials of the Great War states 

that, after leaving Harrow, he was a mining engineer in Australia and West Africa. He does not appear on the 

UK Census returns for 1891 and 1901. However, he is listed on the 1911 Census as the proprietor of the 

Bull Hotel in Frome, Somerset. In January 1915, at the age of 51, Richard joined the 2nd Sportsman’s Battal-

ion. He went to France in October 1915 with the 24th Battalion Royal Fusiliers. He was on active service un-

til February 1917 when he was wounded. He spent four months in Hospital in France before returning to 

England for further medical care. Private Richard Mintorn died in the Royal Herbert Hospital, Kidbrooke of 

pneumonia at the age of 53 on 28th April 1918 He was buried on 2nd May at St Mary’s and his grave is in the 

Lower Churchyard, overlooking Church Fields. 

WO. –The last Old Lyonian-Stanley Woodbridge was born in 1896 in Harrow, the fifth son of James and 

Annie. James was a Licensed Victualler and a member of a well-known Harrow family. At the 1891 Census 

James was proprietor of the Roxborough Hotel in Harrow. Ten years later, in 1901, James had retired and 

the family were living at Cartref in Roxborough Park. At the 1911 Census the family had moved to Kenton 

Lane Farm where Stanley’s brother, Ernest, was the farmer. Stanley was working as a Stock Exchange Clerk 

in 1911. Stanley was educated at John Lyon School where he made an impression as a footballer and talented 

sportsman. Subsequently he led the Old Lyonians to a long series of victories and was described as “a splen-

did young fellow” Stanley married Irene Annie Puddefat of Brondesbury on 14th March 1916 and their son, 

John Stanley, was born on the 26th December 1916. Stanley was gazetted as Lieutenant and joined the 13th 

Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers at the Front on 17th August 1916 during the Somme Campaign. On 25th 

August 1917 he was awarded the Military Cross for “conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty” during an 

attack on 15th June near Croisilles. The citation stated “at a moment when his company was held up by ene-

my wire close to their objective, he displayed the greatest gallantry in attacking the wire under very heavy 

fire, and cutting a way through it for his men. “ During an attack in 1918 his leg was shattered by a shell and 

it was not possible to move him for over six hours. Severely weakened by loss of blood and the amputation 

of his leg he was too weak to recover. Captain Stanley Woodbridge died of wounds at the age of 22 on 19th 

December 1918 He is buried in the Lower Churchyard at St Mary’s, under a tree, looking out over Church 

Fields. He was the last Old Lyonian casualty to die in the Great War. 

CH. –A St Mary’s Choirboy Ronald Chester was born on 22nd March 1898 in Tenbury Wells, the sec-

ond son of John and Amy Chester. The family moved to Harrow and at the 1911 Census were living at 89 

Headstone Road. John and Amy were both teaching at LCC schools. Subsequently the family moved to 

Longmynd in Boscobel Gardens, off Bessborough Road. Amy Chester was an active member of St Mary’s. 

Ronald was educated at Merchant Taylors School, winning the Richard Hilles Scholarship in 1911. He won 

an Open Mathematical Scholarship to Brasenose College. He was a keen cricketer and captained the 

School Eleven in 1915 and 1916. He merits a Wisden obituary which records that “he was a very success-

ful bowler for the school”. He was also a member of the Rugby Fifteen and an active member of the School 

Cadet Corps. At St Mary’s Ronald was a chorister until 1913 and then, despite his youth, became a Sunday 

School Teacher. He was also a member of the Harrow St Mary’s second eleven, taking 10 wickets in 1913 

and 6 in 1914.    

 

As soon as he could he joined the RFC, deferring his place at Oxford. After gaining his wings he was post-

ed to instruction work. Lieutenant Ronald Chester was killed at the age of 20 in a flying accident on 13th 

July 1918 



LO– A Grave in need of attention-DONALD URQUHART LOWSON DFC-fought in and survived 

The Battle of Britain in 1940, but died in 1941 while training in a night flying exercise 

He was born on 28th April 1913 and was educated at Eastbourne College. On 29th October 1938 he 

was granted a commission as a Pilot Officer in the RAF. He married Rita May Hughes (from Blackpool) in 

July 1940 and Rita lived in Harrow.  He was flying with 102 Squadron. On 7/7/1941 he was piloting a 

Whitley bomber from 10 Operational Training Unit at RAF Newmarket on a night navigation exercise. 

His plane hit a barrage balloon cable near Quinton, Stratford on Avon and crashed with the loss of all 6 

crew.  

BR– The missed landing-Pilot Officer Peter Britten. He was employed as a co-pilot in an Armstrong 

Whitworth Whitley bomber based in Wick. This is about as far north and east as one can go on the main-

land of Scotland and had an airfield used by Coastal command. He was young but not the youngest and as he 

had been a Volunteer Reserve, he clearly had an interest in flying. The four-engined bomber took off at 

4.10am from Wick for convoy escort duty. The captain was FO. Benzies and a complete crew of six. This 

was not a training flight but to support a specific convoy. On Saturday 13th March 1943 They flew along the 

north coast heading west on route to pick up the convoy when they hit a hill Ben Huit at 1340ft, west of 

Castle Mey. Three were instantly killed and three recovered alive. It appears that it was an attempt at a con-

trolled landing coming in from the sea, as they hit the North side of the hill. The two pilots and navigator 

were killed in the crash at the front of the plane. One of the survivors appears to have died in hospital from 

injuries two months later. Peter Britten was aged 19 and 8 months.  



BI-The WW1 Army Doctor-Honor and Arthur Henry Bindloss. Arthur was born on Sept. 25, 1863 

in Archangel, Russia, where his father Edward was the British Chaplain. He became a Harrow doctor and 

adviser to Harrow School up until World War I. During World War I Major Bindloss served in the 

Royal Army Medical Corps and afterwards he returned to his job at Harrow. He died in 1939. His wife 

died in 1944. The cross had broken off and was found in amongst the holly bushes. It has been replaced 

LE-Brothers whose family still live in Harrow-On October 8th 2017 we met Alan Leaper and his son 

Clive and children for the Centenary commemoration of Sidney Herbert Leaper’s death in 

WW1. Sidney was Alan's Grandfather—Alan told us that his father's father died when Edward Leaper 

was only 12.   Sidney's brother Arthur is also commemorated on the Roll of Honour, as he was killed in 

1915.  Alan explained that his family have lots of connections with St Marys—his brothers were local 

electricians and had put the first aircraft warning lights on the spire!   It was a very poignant occasion to 

have three generations of this local Harrow family, who had joined us to commemorate the death of 

their grandfather in 1917.   Sidney Leaper was born on 11th November 1881 in Hounslow, the son of 

George and Emily Leaper. The 1891 Census records the family in Crown Street on the Hill, while the 

1901 Census shows them at Waldron Road cottages. Sidney and his father were recorded as house 

painters.  

In August 1902 the marriage banns were read at St Mary’s for Sidney and his fiancée, Ellen. The 1911 

Census shows them living at 41 West Street with two children, Edward and Kathleen. The 1915-16 

Kemps Directory gives their address as 34 West Street.  

Sidney enlisted in the RASC at Aldershot but subsequently transferred to the 14th Battalion Royal 
Hampshire Regiment (the Pompey pals). The 14th landed at Le Havre on 6th March 1916 and saw action 

in 1916 at Thiepval Ridge and on the Ancre.   

In 1917 they were involved in the Battle of Pilkem, at the start of the four month Passchendaele cam-

paign, and then, between 26th September and 3rd October, at Polygon Wood, formerly a dense for-

est but just blasted stumps interspersed by pillboxes by then.   

Rain started on the 3rd and throughout October the weather conditions were bad. The intense artillery 

fire and the heavy rain turned the ground into a swamp, putting a severe strain on the infantry. On 15th 

October the 14th Battalion was in the front line at “Tower Hamlets” sector, Menin Road, 

near Poperinghe/Ypres. “Tower Hamlets” was a German strongpoint, described as a mass of concrete 

dugouts and pillboxes.  

Private Sidney Leaper died in action on 18th October 1917  

WR-The pilot who died on Christmas Eve 1943. We found the story of Flight Sergeant 

Wright Cooper, in Bomber Command Records.  With aircraft loaned from 100 Sqdn, seventeen 

aircraft and crews were briefed for operations and to attack targets in BERLIN. Two aircraft can-

celled at the last moment owing to unserviceability. Shortly after takeoff two aircraft collided in mid-

air, crashed and were burnt out, the crews of both being killed. One aircraft did not return - no 

news after take off. Two aircraft returned early, the remainder successfully attacked the targets and 

in spite of very bad weather conditions over BASE - GRIMSBY landed safely. 

 

RAF 550 Squadron Lancaster JB604 (BQ-K), flown by the F/Sgt Cooper crew, was lost during the 

night of 23/24 December 1943 when it was in collision with 550 Lancaster ED730 (BQ-G2) and 

crashed at Fulston at 00.30hrs. All of the men in both crews were killed. 

The F/Sgt Cooper crew that night, with stand-in mid-upper gunner Sgt J A Jordan in place of Sgt 

Bowers, was only on their second operation with 550 Squadron the squadron only having been 

formed out of 100 Squadron the previous month (and in fact on the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission web-site these men are listed as 100 Squadron aircrew). 

http://www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysql-utils/reports/rpt_squadron_aircraft_details.php?aircraft=JB604


      Haiku  Poetry Column 
                                     
                           

 These are delightful little verses which concentrate much into a few words.  Specifically, the haiku 

is a seventeen-syllable Japanese verse form with the syllables arranged on three lines: five, seven five.  

Ideally, it should ostensibly be about a season but actually about a person.  The first two lines each have 

a subject of their own.  The third line brings the first two subjects together.  These seven of mine do all 

of these except that in the first one I have failed in having to include the unnecessary word ‘now’ in the 

second line to keep the syllable count.  I wish I could get it right.  

  
If anyone would like to have a go at writing some, do send them to me.  I’d be very happy to print them 

next time.  

 

 

Plum blossom petals   

mistaken now for snowflakes   

so cold is your love.  

Autumn leaves falling   

on the fresh grave of summer –   

an old woman’s tears.  

  

He is beautiful.  

Though she is an old woman,   

she wears her pink shoes.  

  

A low autumn sun   

glancing off her silvered hair   

squints the dwindled day.  

September evening   

for strolling through the garden –   

a new family friend.  

  

October sunset   

twilight quiet, greyly dim,   

lightened by birdsong.  

  

‘It is summer heat,’   

she lied to the young doctor,   

‘which makes me so thin.’  

  

Anon (Japanese)  

  

Hallowe’en – dancing   

a foxtrot with Mike into   

fifty Novembers.  

  

Dorothy Pope  

  


