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    The Spire 
November 2020 

We Will Remember Them 

Remember in November—
November will be the month to re-
flect and remember All Souls and All 
Saints.  

Remembrance Sunday will be a fitting 
ceremony to remember the St Mary’s 
roll of honour and all the victims of 
war. 

FAURÉ REQUIEM FOR REMEM-
BRANCE SUNDAY Sunday 8 No-
vember 7.30pm – Hopefully, Harrow 
School will be able to admit some of 
us to a Chapel Performance of the 
Fauré Requiem by a small choir of 
boys, joined by girls from Francis 
Holland School. 

Seven Weeks to Save the World!  

Revd Alison Christian has been able to skilfully re-
schedule the Study Groups we were going to have 
over Lent, for the 7 weeks run up to Christmas.  

 
The Study Groups which will take place twice a 
week, (Tues evenings and Thurs afternoons) will 
focus on Ruth Valerio’s book, say Yes to Life, 
specially commissioned by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to direct the Anglican Church towards 
a greater sense of responsibility for the World we 
live in, which God created.  (Please ask James or 
Alison for more details re joining the study 
Groups). 

 
Ruth Valerio is pictured here, giving an introduc-
tory talk  on her book at a Sunday Forum in St 
Paul’s Cathedral in February.-(see YouTube) 

 
Ruth Valerio is Global Advocate and Influencing 
Director at the Christian Charity, Tearfund which 
helps churches and Christian organizations across 
the world cope with disaster and poverty.  She 
certainly seems very well placed in a role which 
gives her insight to many “big” questions.  

 
Please join in with our Group, or read the book 
and feed back your thoughts. 

And as if Saving the World isn’t enough for you we have even more 
food for thought inside! 

• Live Music—we look back to a beautiful concert in the Harrow 
School Speech Room for Spirewatch and give some more de-
tails about the selection of pieces-which hopefully you can look 
up and revisit. 

• Marian has done more ground-breaking research in uncovering 
the story of Saint Thomas Becket, as we create our own Becket 2020 
tribute. 

• Dorothy Pope follows the theme of caring for our environment as 
she takes us back to her holiday in Cornwall. 

• Father James led us through an Unprecedented AGM-we have an 
informal report inside. 



    Father James Letter for November  

Dear Friends,  

We live in the hope and power of resurrection but do 

not deny the reality and pain of death  

All Saints Day is arguably even more important as a festi-

val this year than it is usually. In the midst of our continu-

ing current challenges, we are in particular need of being 

reminded of “the bigger picture”. The stories of the saints 

remind us of the challenges generations before us have 

faced, and, frequently, the fortitude shown by them. The 

Communion of Saints assures us that we are part of a reali-

ty which transcends time and space, the community re-

vealed through the victory of resurrection. Such an affir-

mation, however, is not to undermine or deny the cataclys-

mic nature of the pandemic and the pain associated with it. 

All Souls Day takes seriously the reality of death.  

It, too, takes on a deeper significance this year as we recall 

the over 40,000 Covid-related deaths in the country; to 

speak of resurrection necessitates serious attention being 

given to the cross. The way of the cross is paradoxically 

the path to new life, new understanding, new ways of do-

ing things, new reality. We often talk in such terms without 

really considering the here-and-now consequences. Covid 

confronts us with the real challenge of our faith. The 

“modern world”, to which we were used, protects us from 

the reality of death; now we are having to “rediscover” it.  

November in a strange way helps us to do just that. In the 

northern hemisphere, we are in late Autumn/early Winter. 

The clocks have changed, the nights are darker and getting 

longer, the leaves are turning colour and dropping, nature 

is “closing down”. Liturgically we are in “the Kingdom 

Season” reflecting upon the Kingdom of God, the Church 

on Earth (the Church Militant) in communion with the 

Church in Heaven (the Church Triumphant) – the Saints 

lift our horizons and our spirits but the readings which 

flow into Advent, beginning on Sunday 29 November this 

year, contain a note of judgement, a darker thread.  

There is no darker thread than that woven by the inhu-

manity of human beings when we descend into war and 

violence. The importance of our Annual Remembrance 

Ceremonies cannot be understated. Our Armed Forces are 

trained to place their very lives on the line in the defence 

of values we hold dear and which we believe define our 

humanity. The cemeteries of the Western Front from the 

First World War and those across the world from the Sec-

ond World War are powerful and poignant reminders  

of the ultimate sacrifice – Greater love hath no man than 

this , that he lay down his life for his friends John 15:13  

More recent conflicts, where medical advances have fre-

quently brought casualties back from the brink of death, 

have resulted nonetheless in people being maimed physi-

cally and psychologically – for many a “living death”. It is 

these to whom funds raised through the annual British 

Legion Poppy Appeal are directed. This year, on Remem-

brance Sunday, our Service will be a Requiem Eucharist 

for those killed in war incorporating the 11 o’clock silence 

within the liturgy; this is a departure from our “usual” 

practice but it ensures the Eucharist is celebrated in the 

parish on that Sunday, a requirement of the Book of Com-

mon Prayer.  

The Liturgy of the Book of Common Prayer is particularly 

suited to this season as we live in hope but fully 

acknowledge “the valley of the shadow of death” Ps 23:4 

through which we are passing. The theology and language 

do not duck the darker, more uncomfortable truths of fall-

en humanity or the painful reality of death. It is my inten-

tion to use the Book of Common Prayer at the 10.30 a.m. 

Eucharist from Remembrance Sunday, 8 November, until 

the third Sunday of Advent, 13 December.  

As I write, we are working on a programme for Christmas 

recognising the restrictions that are almost certainly going 

to be in place over the season. There can be no Festival of 

Nine Lessons and Carols, no Christingle nor “Midnight 

Mass” but I am hopeful we can maintain a Christmas Eve 

Crib Service and a celebration on Christmas morning. In 

addition, there will be a Service of Readings and Carols 

which we may repeat over a number of Sundays and which 

could be outside! More details later and definitely by the 

December/January edition of The Spire!  

In the meantime, we join each other as fellow pilgrims on 

the way of the cross but walk in the light and power of 

resurrection in which we are in communion with the 

saints.  

Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints:  
where sorrow and pain are no more;  
neither sighing but life everlasting.  
Thou only art immortal, the creator and maker of man: 
and we are mortal formed from the dust of the earth,  
and unto earth shall we return:  
for so thou didst ordain, when thou created me saying: 
“Dust thou art und unto dust shalt thou return.”  
All we go down to the dust;  
and weeping o’er the grave we make our song:  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
                                     The Russian Kontakion of the Departed  
 

With every blessing 

 Fr James  



 

 

This month’s Dave Walker Cartoons suggest he has a very good knowledge of the Vicar – this 

Vicar!! Now you know why I wear my cassock quite a lot……….there’s no more room on the 

desk, so it all needs to go in the internal pockets of the cassock aka “the wearable Tardis”. 

 



Financial concerns expressed at the Annual 
Parish Church Meeting (APCM) - the “Church 
AGM”. 

 
Whilst we have all become used to strange times, it 

was a bit of a stretch of the imagination to cast our-

selves into the mode we would normally be in for a 

normal AGM on an evening in April!  Nonetheless, we 

all convened after the morning service on Sunday Oc-

tober 18, for an AGM for non-Normal times.   

 
Father James explained that the “normal processes” 

had obviously not been possible this year, but that the 

Annual Report had been emailed to over 1,000 people, 

which had the advantage of “reaching” audiences to 

which it doesn’t normally go. The Annual Report had 

summarised an amazing year celebrating the 

925th Anniversary of St Mary’s, where a huge array of 

fantastic events had taken place.  

Father James opened the AGM with the good news 

that St Mary's had broken even this year. Father 

James, however, also spoke about the importance of 

money and pointed out that money is mentioned more 

times than almost any other single subject in the Bi-

ble!   While reserves are relatively healthy, St Mary’s 

has not been paying its way and we have only done so 

in recent years because we pay a reduced contribution 

to the Diocesan Common Fund. This is because the 

current Vicar is paid on a part-time basis and the Par-

ish does not have use of the Vicarage.  
  
 

 

 

 

 

Currently the sale of the Vicarage/St Marys House has 

been challenged by the PCC and the PCC will keep the 

congregation updated.  
 

There will be substantial amounts of money required 

for the releading of the Spire which will cost in the re-

gion of £450,000.  

 

Jonathan Burns asked what was behind the contribu-

tion to the Diocesan Fund. Father James explained that 

there would be more information after the Deanery 

Presentation on the Common Fund due in the coming 

week. Father James explained it does cover clergy sti-

pends and pension contributions, alongside property 

costs as well as mission initiatives by the Diocese. The 

Revd Alison Christian also commented that it helps 

support churches who are very poor and have no way 

to support themselves.  

 

A question arose as to where a new vicar might live 

and Father James explained Syon, a house in Har-

row Park previously occupied by Liz Shaw had been 

identified as the new Vicarage. 

 

Father James said that the work of St Mary’s had been 

amazing in the past year, and that he wished to extend 

his thanks to each and every person who had contrib-

uted to assisting in any way. 

   

There are now 119 people on the electoral roll. John 

Rankin has kindly offered to take over as person re-

sponsible for organising the electoral roll. Details of 

new members would be made available as necessary. 

 

The Vicar listed the names of the sidesmen, the mem-

bers of the PCC were confirmed and it was announced 

that Judith Shepherd would be joining the PCC.  

 

Jane Hurley presented the Churchwardens’ Report and 

expressed considerable thanks to Pauline Chandler for 

all her help as well as to the outgoing churchwarden, 

Nicky Yudin. She also thanked Father James for being 

so calm in every circumstance! 

 

An AGM for non-Normal 

times!  



Spirewatch Strings serenade!  

 
For One Night Only!!  

We were incredibly lucky with the timing of the Octo-

ber chamber music concert in aid of Spirewatch, timed 

literally four and a half hours before the Tier 2 Re-

strictions came into place! 

 

Dimitar Burov, Head of Strings at Harrow School, led 

us through a delightful programme of live music.    

 

Our friend, Jonathan Burns, has compiled some of his 

reflections on what was a unique and inspirational con-

cert.   

 
As I drove up to the concert on Friday night, the hill 
seem to live with people coming and going and I 
thought this must be something to do with the intro-
duction of stricter curfew measures the following day. 
Lots of people seemed to be heading towards Harrow 
school so I thought “oh there must be something big 
on there” later confirmed by the number of cars 
parked on Grove Hill.  When I approached the speech 
room I realised everybody was flocking to the concert 
and the attendance was wonderful - I counted about 
120 people in the speech room but I’m sure there were 
many more!  
 

The performance consisted of two main pieces, a very 
moving C minor string Trio  Opus 9 number 3 by 
Beethoven and a startling energetic serenade  by 
Dohnanyi in C major opus 10. 
 
The String Trios, Op. 9 were composed by Ludwig 
van Beethoven in 1797–98. He published them in Vi-
enna in 1799, with a dedication to his patron Count 
Johann Georg von Browne (1767–1827).  This trio 
consists of four movements: 

 

String Trio No. 5 in C minor, Op. 9 No. 3 
I. Allegro con spirito 

II. Adagio con espressione 

III. Scherzo – Allegro molto e vivace 

IV. Finale – Presto 
 

Beethoven was 28 when he 

composed  these and they are 

full of the assertive energy of a 

young man determined to 

make his mark – varying be-

tween the confident scherzo  

and  the thoughtful adagio,  

they perfectly combine an in-

terplay of the three instru-

ments with particularly sweet 

melodies arising from the viola line. Beethoven fully 

exploits the full range of the cello which is allowed to 

sing sweetly in its upper register giving an enhanced 

texture to the melody. 

 

I had never heard of 

Dohnanyi and was fascinated 

to discover this Hungarian 

composer who was born in 

1870 and died in New York 

in 1960. his remarkable style 

encompasses many genres 

but it is at all times melodi-

ous and interesting and sur-

prising.  I shall definitely be 

exploring more of his music! 

 

One of the delights of a live concert is watching the 

assured interplay and inter dependence between the 

players – in this case, Dimitar  and his friends were in 

full harmony both musically and dramatically so that 

the whole made for a most satisfying and uplifting 

evening. 

Jonathan Burns 

 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/String_trio
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_van_Beethoven
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_van_Beethoven
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Georg_von_Browne


Although the events to mark the 850th anniversary 

of Becket’s murder and the 800th of his                 

Enshrinement have had to be cancelled, much has 

been published to stimulate interest and emphasise 

his historical importance. This is a résumé of my  

discoveries. I am grateful to the friend who passes 

on copies of the Church Times, to relatives for a 

timely gift and to the friend who assists me in   

matters electronic as I am unable to be online. 

She has sent print-outs of the monthly Picture This 

series on the Canterbury Cathedral website. †  

These contain pictures of a chosen object and a             

commentary. Langton’s seal, pilgrim badges, the   

tunic in the glass reliquary at St. Maria Maggiore 

which should have been exhibited at Canterbury in 

July, a doodle on a manuscript, a 1639 biography, 

food and drink, the tomb of Henry IV, engravings 

of Trinity Chapel and defacement have all featured. 

This section of a Miracle Window was chosen to 

illustrate visionary healing. Archbishop Thomas is  

propelled from his casket to aid a dreaming        

invalid. Benedict of Peterborough’s account of the 

affliction and treatment is graphically intimate. 

 A colourful computer generated image of an        

impressive recent reconstruction of the shrine      

released on 7 July was printed in the Church Times. 

There is an altar at one end of the tall marble base 

which supports the gleaming golden feretory. A 

raised decorated wooden cover hovers overhead. 

Lofty grilles fixed to marble columns enclose the  

area creating a sanctum of mystery, reverence and 

awe. Large weighty candles glow high up in the     

column arches. Others flicker in holders on the      

corners  of the altar side panels. Small green and 

red ones burn beside the casket. Knowing she 

would be interested, I contacted my friend who 

phoned excitedly a few days later to say that     

packages of hard copy would be arriving. 

She had found an informative article in the Journal 

of the British Archaeological Association * It explains 

how, as part of a project entitled Pilgrimage and      

England’s Cathedrals, a team at York University spent 

three years creating digital models of the four       

pilgrim sites at Canterbury, reimagining the rituals 

as performed in 1408 and using all the available           

archaeological, literary and research evidence. 

My friend also discovered The Becket Story +, a most 

comprehensive and well-conceived website. Becket’s 

Life and Death covers the years 1110-1538 with 23   

entries comprising appropriate pictures and       

succinct explanatory paragraphs. Underneath each 

event is a shaded blue line ruled in decades with a 

pointer to indicate its exact position in the story. 

There is also a map of England, France and Italy 

adorned with arrowed markers on locations where 

35 key events took place from 1110-1170. Despite 

not being able to click on anything, I followed the 

trail chronologically and read all the information. 

Harrow is mentioned! Beware! Interpretations    

differ! The caption for 10 December 1170 reads 

‘Becket fails to get an audience with King Henry’s son at 

Harrow and stays at St. Mary’s Overie in Southwark’. 

This contradicts the authoritative belief of         

        

 BECKET 2020 

THE STORY CONTINUES: PART 1 

Marian Small 



Harrovian historians that on 11 December Becket, 

ordered not to proceed on his progress and       

prevented from going to Woodstock, came from 

Southwark to Harrow where he met Abbot Simon 

who then undertook an unsuccessful mission to 

Young Henry.         

 There are sections on Becket and London and       

Medieval Pilgimage. It is well worth exploring Becket 

and  Canterbury which gives details of pilgrims’ 

lodgings, preparations and experiences in the    

Cathedral. One can access movies § of the four 

models which are referred to above. I have  

viewed the opening scene of people at the Shrine, 

a private ceremony in the Corona Chapel, mass in 

the Martyrdom and prayers in the Crypt and feel 

sure that activation will engender more             

atmosphere and insight. 

The August edition of the Cathedral Voice          

announced that a complete set of festal vestments 

is being made for Canterbury, among which are 12 

red silk copes with a pattern based on a cloth 

found in the tomb of Hubert Walter.  

In this mosaic at Monreale   

Becket’s hand clutches a       

precious book. He had 

amassed a large collection to 

aid spiritual understanding 

and meditation on the 

Psalms. These, unlike his 

clothes and body parts, were 

not regarded as relics and so 

were not treasured. In August the Church Times 

had an article about Christopher de Hamel’s   

newly published work The Book in the Cathedral 

(ISBN 97802241469583).                                                  

My attention was caught by the 16th century note 

written in a late 10th/early 11th century    

manuscript now at a Cambridge College which 

states that this Psalter once belonged to ‘N’   

Archbishop of Canterbury and came into the 

hands of Archbishop Becket, as testified by an 

earlier inscription. Scholars have heretofore      

dismissed this as utter fiction. I reasoned that,  

attracted by its bejewelled silver gilt boards,   

Becket could well have found the book, possibly 

handled by Lanfranc and Anselm, in the Cloister 

Library and realised it had belonged to a man he 

admired. Who was ‘N’? It cannot have been the 

only suitable candidate, Archbishop Nothelm  

(735-9), yet the ‘N’ has to refer to a specific per-

son not ‘nomen’ used for unknown identity.      

 

A present arrived, a slim volume with 17 colour  

plates and 44 pages of engrossing well-argued text 

proving the veracity of the claim. Measuring 8¼˝ x 

6˝ the Psalter has 146 parchment leaves in       

Caroline Miniscule script. Its cover was torn off in 

1538/9 and the early inscription has been lost.              

Commissioned by Ælfric (995-1005) who died   

before its completion, it passed to Ælfheah 

(Alphege) whom Becket greatly revered. The 

scribe would not have recognised ‘Æ’ but taken it 

for ‘N’. Modern fonts do not convey this          

satisfactorily . As I copied, I was aware that its  

sinister side is formed like the ‘A’ of the dipthong 

and the dexter has the upward stroke of the ‘E’. I 

conjecture that the rest of the ‘Ælfheah’ proved   

indecipherable.  

 

If you are interested and not on line, I hope that 

somebody will summon 

www.stmarysharrow.org.uk on laptop, tablet or 

phone to assist you.  

 

†  https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/

heritage/collections/picture-this/ 

* https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/

full/10.1080/00681288.2020.1771897 

+ http://thebecketstory.org.uk/ 

§ https://www.thebecketstory.org.uk/canterbury/

visiting-cathedral 

 

 

 

https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/heritage/collections/picture-this/
https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/heritage/collections/picture-this/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00681288.2020.1771897
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00681288.2020.1771897
http://thebecketstory.org.uk/
https://www.thebecketstory.org.uk/canterbury/visiting-cathedral
https://www.thebecketstory.org.uk/canterbury/visiting-cathedral


    

  Kindness Beats All Poetry Column 

 I can still hardly believe it; I’ve been on holiday! And what a holiday it was. Robbie, the younger of my 
two sons, had astonished me by suggesting that he and I rent a house in Mullion, South Cornwall. The house 
(highly recommendable, details on request) was posher and more comfortable than my own and unexpectedly 
cheap. The weather was perfect and my older son, John, joined us from Monday to Thursday.  

  

 Of all that we saw and did: stone balancing (do google), the Minack Theatre – how I’d like to see Har-
row School playing Hamlet or Macbeth or the school orchestra there with the sun setting over the sea giving 
way to a moonlit evening. Brainchild of Rowena Cade, who bought the headland for £100 in the 1920s, the 
stone seats were dynamited or chipped out. Dollar Beach is so called because many years ago, a ship carrying 
silver dollars was wrecked off the coast and silver dollars got washed up in ones and twos over the years and 
to this day people walk back to their cars, eyes fixed on the sand and pebbles hoping to see a gleam of silver.  

  

 But of all that we did and saw, it was my feeling of happiness to be away with my sons. I was happy 
every minute of that week. Perhaps I had not appreciated quite how kind my boys are. They put themselves 
out to give me one wonderful experience after another.  

  

 On my younger son’s third birthday, I was told in his hearing that he would not live to be four, his 
asthma and bronchitis were so severe and unremitting. He soldiered on, earnt his present health and muscles 
by exercising, ran the London Marathon two years ago and extended a strong, trusted hand to me down eve-
ry cliff path and beach.  

  

 My poem came out of the miracle of his survival to beautiful, strong health and pride in his kindness to 
me and even to a caterpillar.  

Caterpillar  

  

There you were, gorgeous in dark brown fur,  

about your own important little life.   

We paused, respectful of your passing by  

at your pace up that high and difficult cliff.  

  

As you, my son, lent me your muscled strength,  

you marvelled that this creature would grow wings  

and in so short a time – in much the same time  

so it seems to me, that you, who heard  

my being told when you were three that you  

would not live to be four, have grown wings too.  

  

Dorothy Pope  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Minack Theatre, Porthcurno, Cornwall 

 

 

A Mile of Kite String, Dorothy Pope’s third (self 
published) book of poems costs £6 (plus £1.20 
postage from her).  She will give £1 to The Spire 
Fund from every copy bought direct from her.  
Available also from bookshops and Amazon.   

 



 

      NEWS FROM SPIREWATCH 

On Friday 16 October, the last day that we could mingle 

with other households, Spirewatch presented a very differ-

ent version of their annual autumn concert. “A ray of joy in 

tricky times” was how one member of the audience ex-

pressed her pleasure after attending this year’s event which 

was held in Harrow School’s Speech Room. “It was a total 

treat” commented another, “Beautiful music in a gorgeous 

setting; it really lifted my spirits.” 

Although this annual Spirewatch fixture had been planned 

for months, the Committee had to make last-minute chang-

es to follow all Covid-19 protocols: there could be none of 

the usual candle-light for a tightly-packed audience at St 

Mary’s, nor the opportunity to gather for after-concert bon-

homie with prosecco. Instead, Speech Room alone could 

ensure sufficient social-distancing. And what a grand and 

elegant setting it was! 

The acoustics of Speech Room were, of course, perfect to 

carry the brilliant quality of the music. Dimitar Burov 

(violinist and Head of Strings at Harrow School), Miriam 

Ruetschi (viola) and Nicky Tait (‘cello), (both local teachers 

and professional musicians), gave us the highest musical 

quality, easily comparable to that heard in London’s top 

concert halls. As a celebration of Beethoven’s 250th birth-

year, we first heard his String Trio Opus 9, No.3 in C mi-

nor, followed by Dohnányi’s Serenade Opus 10 in C Major. 

Spirewatch wishes to record grateful thanks to Dimitar, 

Miriam and Nicky for their exquisitely moving performanc-

es; and to David Woodcock, Head of Music at Harrow, for 

giving permission to hold the concert in Speech Room. Al-

so grateful thanks to several other Hill organisations who 

spread the word electronically; or by word-of-mouth to 

friends and relatives; or by delivering handbills or displaying 

posters.   

We are a richly varied community here on The Hill, and 

many – not just churchgoers – have a tender regard for St 

Mary’s building and its iconic Spire. It calls to us from the 

Met line, or the fields, or when glimpsed between other 

Hill buildings while on a walk around the Hill, or when 

driving from Grimsdyke, or Eastcote or Pinner. It seems 

always – yet still surprisingly – to pop into view. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday’s very local audience was obviously thrilled by the 

programme and further moved by Fr James Power’s words 

of gratitude to the musicians; and to Spirewatch for spon-

soring the event to raise much-needed funds for the immi-

nent repair of St Mary’s South Porch and buttress. Fr James 

then announced that there was an even bigger task ahead: 

and he hoped the whole Hill community would be moved 

to help with this next large-scale fund-raising for St Mary’s. 

Recent building inspections have now made it quite clear 

that Harrow on the Hill’s landmark spire will need complete 

re-leading within the next 5 years; the cost is estimated at 

£450,000.  

 

Fr James then read from the Old Testament to illustrate 

how  little such matters change over time:“In the seventh year 

Jehoash began his reign for forty years in Jerusalem. He said to the 

priests: All the money offered as sacred donations that is brought into 

the house of the Lord, the money for which each person is assessed and 

the money from the voluntary offerings brought into the House of the 

Lord, let the priests receive from each of the donors; and let them repair 

the house wherever any need of repairs is discovered.[… Then they paid 

it out to the carpenters and the builders who worked on the house of the 

Lord, to the masons and the stonecutters, as well as to buy timber and 

quarried stone for making repairs on the house.” (2 Kings 12:1-12) 

We were amused by the ironic relevance of the Old Testa-

ment passage but also recognised the pressing truth of the 

poor  state of St Mary’s landmark spire. On departing, the 

audience responded most generously. The retiring collection 

from the evening, plus subsequent donations from our 

friends and neighbours who could not attend the evening, 

currently stands at just over £1000. Spirewatch thanks eve-

ryone for their generosity. 

To keep in touch with all that Spirewatch is doing to con-

serve Harrow Hill’s 926-year-old historic church building, 

please check out the website: www.spirewatch.org.uk  

http://www.spirewatch.org.uk


 

 

 

The document endowing the Vicarage shows that some 
important members of the vast parish held land in    
Roxeth and Headstone.  

 

 

 

 
Hamo of Roksie, Hugo of Roksie, Ailwin de la Hegge 
and his son William were named and along with their 
successors were required to give a tithe of their hay to 
the Vicar, then John de Riseburgh, and to subsequent 
holders of the benefice.   
(Source: the 1396 copy)  
  

 

Bishop Tunstall of  London, who had been our  
Rector in 1511-1522, and Archbishop Warham, Lord of 
the Manor, were sent to tell Queen Catherine that she 
was forbidden to see her daughter Princess Mary, that 
the Council thought it unsafe for her to come near the 
King, that she was torturing Henry out of hatred and 
that she was trying to gain support by her public         
appearances. 
(Source: Wooding)  
 

 

 
Richard Layton, Rector from 1537-1544, destroyed many 
books and manuscripts during his assault on the libraries 
at Oxford. It is reported that pages roughly torn from 
the works of Canon Law were strewn around the     
quadrangle of New College to be scattered by the wind. 
(Source: Scarisbrick)  
 

 
A document from early in the reign of Edward VI      
records that at Harrow ‘Arthur Leighton is Vicar and his     
vycarage is worth yearly £33-2s.-8d. who fyndeth two priests to 
sarve the cure.’ One of those would have had responsibility 
for St. John the Baptist, Pinner.  
(Source: Druett )  
 
 
 
Edward VI had appointed men to record the contents of 
parish churches. The Commissioners who visited St.  
Mary’s dated their Inventory 3 August 1552. It reveals 
that many ornaments, furnishings and vestments had 
been sold or otherwise disposed of as it lists only two 
chalices (silver and gilt), a silver pyx, three ‘suits’ for 
priests, some altar hangings, five great bells and one 
Sanctus bell. £17-19s-0d was to be raised later that year 
by the sale of a silver cross and chalice with the        
combined weight of 60½ ounces and £6-14s-0d from 
that of a silver censer of 28¾ ounces. (Source: Druett )  

 
 
Any person found drunk in an Alehouse had to pay a 
fine of five shillings to the Wardens of the Parish Church 
for use in aiding the poor. This was enacted when   
Humfrey Wilblud was Vicar. 
(Source: Manor Court Rolls.)  
 

 

 
During the strict régime of the Commonwealth it would 
appear that St Mary’s was closed six days in the week, 
opening for one service on a Sunday. Offertories were 
rare and on such occasions it was necessary to borrow 
pewter plates from a nearby public house for the        
purpose. 
(Source: Done Bushell)  
 

 
 
The Bishop of Oxford used his influence in the       
wrangling and protracted dispute as to who was         
responsible for the cost of the much needed         
maintenance at St. Mary’s. He issued a stern warning 
that, if there were to be further delay, the question would 
no longer be ‘who is to repair the chancel?’ but ‘who is 
to rebuild part of the church?’ 
(Source: Walter)   
 

 
 
In 1737 the Churchwardens had taken Vicar Saunders to 
court for burying strangers, making vaults and erecting 
monuments without his parishioners’ consent. Three 
years later the Dean of the Court of Arches admonished 
him, instructing him not to offend again and to write the 
details of the judgment in the Register of Burials. He did 
not comply. It was entered in June 1777 by Rev.        
Williams!  
(Source: Walter/Druett)  
 
 

 

In 1801 an 18th century plated metal font inscribed ‘The 
Laver of Regeneration’ took the place of the old marble 
one which was regarded as lumber fit only for mending 
roads. When the original font was found in use as a plant 
pot in the Vicarage garden and put back in place in 1846, 
the usurper itself  became a flower container, this time in 
a garden in Hog Lane (Crown Street). What happened to 
it   subsequently is shrouded in mystery. Rev. Blackburne 
(1953-61) suggested it had been of  service in two newly 
built churches before the  installation of the permanent 
font, namely at St. Andrew’s Sudbury and St Peter’s West 
Harrow. 
(Source: Done Bushell/Druett/Walter)  
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Rev. Cunningham was appalled that Harrow had seen a 
deterioration in behaviour as a result of the 1830 Beer 
Act and considered that drink was the town’s curse. In 
1833 he gave evidence to the Select Committee for the 
Observation of the Sabbath Day and stated that the local 
farmers paid their men on a Sunday morning, often as 
late as the time for church, so they went not to worship 
but to the shops and beer houses. 
(Source: Walter)  
 

 

 

Rev Charles Dodgson made several visits to Rev.      
Hayward Joyce and it is possible that some of ‘Alice 
Through the Looking Glass’ was written when he stayed at 
the Vicarage. 
(Source: Walter)  
 

                                                                 

In the early years of his ministry at Harrow Rev. Stogdon 
travelled around the parish on horseback, keeping      
pebbles in a bag in this pocket. He would throw some at 
the door of houses he wished to visit to save              
dismounting before he knew it was convenient for him 
to be admitted.                 
 (Source: Walter)       

                       

    

Once the necessary repairs in the belfry had  completed 
there was a Service of Rededication for which Rev. 
Woolley wrote four prayers. The first was a petition to  
God to accept the offering of the bells rehung, the     
second expressed a hope that those called by the bells 
might enter into God’s courts with praise, the third 
wished that the sound of the bells would comfort those 
unable to attend church through illness and the fourth 
was a prayer for the bellringers.  
(Source: Bell Archive)   

 
 
 
One afternoon those on the Harrow School cricket fields 
saw thick black smoke coming from the spire. The Fire 
Brigade was summoned only to find that the dark cloud 
was formed by a mighty assemblage of flying ants, much 
to the relief of everyone, especially Rev. Woolley. 
(Source: Walter)  
 

 

 
In September Rev. Blackburne received a letter from 
John Taylor and Co. of Loughborough explaining that 
the existing lettering on the six bells being recast would 
be replaced free of charge but that any new inscriptions 
would be charged at one shilling per letter. He used   
pencil and a handy piece of scrap paper on his desk to 
work out some calculations, noting that there are 48 
characters in 
 H. C. Blackburne     Vicar 
 K. W. Hollier     
 V.A.A. Elgood 
If this were to be inscribed on all six bells, it would total 
288 shillings/£14-8s.-0d. If this were to appear on one 
bell with the ten initials H.C.B., K.W.H., V.A.A.E. on the 
other five, it would mount to only 48 + 50 shillings/    
£4-18s.-0d. The cheaper option was chosen. 
(Source: Bell Archive.)  

1833 

1860s/1870s 

1920s 

 1946 

Late 1940s  

 1960 

Churchwardens 

           

1. Cheapside, London 

2. Theobald 

3. Chough; Becket is a dialogue word for it 

4. To study ecclesiastical law 

5. Four 

6. Banker who employed him 

7. 1170 meeting with Abbot Simon 

8. Peter O’ Toole (Henry II)   

     Richard Burton (Becket) 

9. Giles Blomfield; three swords 

10. Sandwich 

  

11. Alexander III 

12. T. S. Eliot 

13. Reconciliation with Henry II 

14. Elias made the shrine,    

     Layton destroyed it  

15. crimson to carmine red 

16. Chancellor 

17. a verminous hairshirt 

18. on left in bottom row; Martyrs’ representative 

19. Becket was very tall so vestments were a trip   
      hazard. 
20. 800th anniversary of Translation, 850th of  
      murder 

   BECKET 2020 TWENTY QUESTIONS: ANSWERS    From The Spire October 2020         

ANSWER: WHEEL OF WORDS  
 IN REVERSE V 
From last month 

 
         1.  vacuuM               7. visuaL 

2.  valetA (veletA)    8. VishnU 
3.  victoR                 9. varleT 
4.  violeT                10. vanisH 
5.  VasarI                11. VenitE 
6. VerduN              12.  vectoR 
 
     (MARTIN LUTHER) 



Thankyou Jenny 

Pauline Chandler writes, Many people have already 

commented on the smart, new noticeboard by the 

Lych Gate. When you go past it please offer a silent 

prayer of ‘thank you’ to Jenny Stirling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny was a much loved and sadly missed member of 

our congregation who died in August, 2018. She gen-

erously left a legacy to St. Mary’s and the PCC wanted 

to use some of it in memory of Jenny. 

For many years Jenny ‘looked after’ the display boards 

and noticeboards at St. Mary’s. She had a real talent for 

displaying material imaginatively and was assiduous in 

ensuring that all notices were up to date. She donated 

the board, which is usually in the north transept, to 

give us extra space to display the many photos and 

other interesting information about activities at St. 

Mary’s.  She often bemoaned the fact that the notice-

board by the Lych Gate was in such a poor state of 

repair and was also very difficult to open and use. 

What, then, could be a more fitting tribute to Jenny 

than to install a new noticeboard in her memory? As 

we stop to read the notices we can remember Jenny 

busying herself around St. Mary’s - always so elegantly 

dressed and, as in the photograph above, always smil-

ing. 

 

Thoughts from the first Study 

Group 

Judith Shepherd reports just after the first meeting of 
the Tuesday evening study groups.  I wanted to write a 
short summary for the readers of the Spire to let them 
know what we are covering in the discussions on the 
book written by Ruth Valerio Saying Yes To Life.   

 

As already described on the front page it's going to 

take us through the seven days of Genesis as God cre-

ated the world and this first meeting was to discuss 

how God created light on the first day.  These were 

some of our thoughts …  

Firstly we said that it was important that the Church of 

England with commissioning of this book had high-

lighted the role of Christians in being custodians of the 

world  We should thank God for creation and also see 

in the creation of the world our own responsibility for 

caring for the planet and for our neighbours. 

We moved on to discuss the importance of light some 

people pointed out how lockdown had emphasised the 

importance of light as we all noticed changes in nature 

a lot more and we all had to think more fully about 

how we would use our precious hour in the early lock-

down phases to get out.  Another person acknowl-

edged the beauty of a rainbow and we talked about the 

resonance of the picture of Jesus being the light of the 

world.  

Some felt that this discussion group might lead us all to 

become eco warriors- can we extend what we're dis-

cussing to bring in other areas of the church?  Some-

one explained that Giles in the garden is already dis-

cussing how we could build for example a bug hotel or 

use different areas of the garden to support nature. 

In the group we had all different sorts of perspectives, 

one person runs an allotment and explains that she 

tries to grow what she eats and that there are challeng-

es within this as she has to store fruit and vegetables 

and make it last for the year.  She already has a year’s 

supply of onion and garlic!  Reverend Alison Christian 

said she was very happy with her subscription to 

Oddbox which eliminates single use plastics and deliv-

ers an assortment of vegetables and fruit every week.  

We discussed that it's very important that we influence 

and discuss the use of recycling and reusing further and 

we should talk about our experiences.  We also dis-

cussed that it was in a wrong in a way that the super-

markets have expiry dates for so much good produce 

which isn't out of date and that it's wrong that so much 

gets wasted from that. 

 

So a very interesting series of points were brought out 

in our opening meeting, we are up and running and on 

a roll!  


